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Manning, with Pusey, Keble, and Gladstone,
was foremost in vehement protest against " this
awful work" of preferring an " unbelieving
botanist.'" Gladstone wrote : " If Mr. Gorham
be carried through, and that upon the merits, I
say not only is there no doctrine of Baptismal
Regeneration in the Church of England as state
interpreted, but there is no doctrine at all."
Manning suggested secession from the Church.
Gladstone, rather oddly, talked of retirement from
politics by way of protest, and other men, less
distinguished, went straight away to Rome.
" Secessions rained like leaves," says Mr. Shane
Leslie. But Manning still hesitated. To his
friends who preceded him in their change of
allegiance, he wrote affectionate letters, asking
for their prayers. With Gladstone, in these last
days of hesitation, he was in constant communica-
tion. Gladstone was then, as he remained till the
day of his death many years afterwards, the most
convinced and determined of Anglo-Catholics,
and his point of view was summarised in a letter
which he wrote in the summer of 1850 to Man-
ning, in which he said : " Rome may be the last
compulsory home of all who, in the west, at
least, intend with God's help to hold by a definite
revealed truth ; but if it be so, a long and loud
alas ! for Christendom." Manning was incapable